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The purpose of the session was to model how Q&A can become the main format of a lesson. While a
lesson of teacher-led content may have a few students asking questions to 'clear doubts', here, we
provide a relatively short 'prompt' (in this case, a short film, a statement from a primary source etc)
and then get the kids asking and answering questions, to enquire, to self-discover, collaborate, and
develop their thinking skills.

There are multiple gains from building the questioning skills of students, such as: - 

● learning readiness: asking questions around a yet-to-be taught topic makes for a
more fertile ground for learning once the topic starts.

● deepening learning: in asking questions, we link the new information to what we
already know, which helps us to absorb, reflect on and retain it more deeply.

● efficient learning: students who ask questions procure the information they need
when they need it, so they will learn faster.

● broadening class participation and peer learning: class members have immense
knowledge and experience between them. We can harness this through a Q&A
culture. We MUST NOT depend on a small minority of (English speaking) students
in the front row (and we must not assume they have better 'thinking' skills just
because they speak better English!). Participation will bubble up if we permit
language of choice and if we are persistent and broad-based in pushing it. 



● signalling to employers: asking well formulated questions is well liked by
employers who are reassured that a student is curious and engaged, is able to find
out what they need to know and to process and make sense of new information.   
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