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gpstract The chapter discusses the challenges fceq
f the mOSt marginalised and transgender Stoups it
[ndia, during [hf.: COVID-19 pandemic, particularly the StSFdle of Odisha in eastern

glar perception was thf’it the pandemic is a Sreate uffl;‘jt lt)f:kdown period. The
myth as it exposed the dl’rff:rlential vulnerabilities in soci:i;tlscr » turned out 1o be 4
peingone: B ascdan a emplrl.(.:al study in five locations of th:’ el community
impact of the pa‘ndemlc on Hijra life and livelihoods is attem S:?‘ée_a an analysis of the
coping mechanisms amidst heightened exclusion exp pted in the chapter. The

i : - =i 2 erienced by the Hiird o
is also discussed. Vulnerability to precarity of the Hijra life and};ive(l:i}ﬁ)li)?q Tilz)l‘lps
s during

the pal:idizlﬁi izrg‘;rltihfzsctzr:ini-ils?ﬂi;y Slf of the study. However, during the pandemic,
group 4y , ) anyy and support for each other was evident, that
helped them partially tide over the livelihood challenges faced by them. Insights :r'rom
post-COVID-19 lockdown situation are also analysed focusing on Hijra trepidations

possibilities of pre-COVID income earning and maintaining their identity. S
concluding remarks are given in the form of suggestions made by the Hijra groups
on how to deal with pandemic like situations.

y the Hijrg Community, ope

1 Introduction

er identities are not part of the

nonyms by which they are typi-
endered’, "non-

The transgender are those individuals whose gend
binary categories of females or males. The other Synonys
cally referred to as are—‘gender variant’, cintersexed’, ‘differently g T
heteronormative’, ‘cross-dressers’ ‘third gender’, and ‘gender no‘n—;czlnao;emalge_-w
Male-to-female transgender person is referred to as ‘transwc*"?'r‘ir_1 :::q on one of the
male transgender person is, ‘transman’. The chapter at h‘df}d, ior;udy conducted in
ransgender groups—Hijra (eunuch). It draws from an empirica

. - ‘h
i : down period whic
the state of Ot - 5 { pandemic lock .rstand
ﬂ&tﬂ Of Qdish O,]._VID 1 9] (ftt);:::;ti;\)fc of the study was {o understan
A % [ c . ]

Bhubanesw'ar, Odisha, India
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