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cadual and incremental. MGNREGS in the state of Odisha has failed to incluéz

and led 10 exclusion of those who most require it, the Scheduled Caste, Scheduled
Tribe, persons living below the poverty line and especially women across these
categories. This chapter is based on an empirical study conducted in four districts
of Odisha, Bolangir, Kalahandi, Nuapada and Baragarh. The chapter demonstrates
the challenges to social inclusion and exclusion that are reinforced by both state
and non-state policies and actors. Further, it highlights that due to the limitations of
the program, distress migration as a strategy is adopted by many to augment their
income as livelihood options are limited in these geographies.
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1 Introduction

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee T‘\.ct (MQNREGA) 13‘ch
central government’s response to the constitutionally manifested right Ilod‘fv?;krﬁﬂ
means to promote livelihood security by creating _de‘j‘ble e r;)al:e of [;m
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