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Abstract
More than 73% of its total population lives in rural areas and depends primarily
on agriculture for livelihood. The performance of agriculture determines food
and nutrition security which is important for reducing poverty and achieving
sustainable growth. Production and productivity has increased manifold and
yields of major crops like paddy, pulses, oilseeds and vegetables have more
than trebled in the last four decades. The impressive long term growth in
agriculture helped in taking the state out of famines and serious food shortages
into one of the food surplus states and ensuring food, nutrition and livelihood
security. The state is characterized by wide diversity and considerable spatio-
temporal variations in growth and productivity. In fact, agriculture isincreasing
with public investment in infrastructure including irrigation, establishing
appropriate farming systems, developing suitable and affordable technologies
and crop varieties, augmenting credit delivery and designing region and crop-
specific plans. In this backdrop, a study was conducted to document the
indigenous and organic farming technologies in selected communities of the
state in tribal dominant Gajapati district of Odisha intended to help the farmers
to be aware of their own innovative technologies for weakening balances on
the environment due to intensive use of fertilizers and agrochemicals. Thestudy
encompasses the methodology that includes physical observation and
questionnaire surveys that consisted of open and close-ended questions
addressing the farm management skills on indigenous and organic farming
practices. There are practices/technologies representing successful ways by
which farmers have dealt with poor soil quality and pest problems and their
valuable experiences are shared to other farmers’ communities, that showed
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