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ABSTRACT 

Medicinal plant plays an important role in the Indian System of Medicine. Each plant, it may be 

herbs or shrubs have the medicinal values according to their phytochemical composition. 

According to WHO (World Health Organization) about 80% people rely on plant for medicine. 

Most of the grasses also have some medicinal values. Panicum brevifolium L. is a small annual 

grass belongs to family Poaceae. It is a species present in forest zone, characteristics of 

secondary vegetation in moist, shady stations road sides and water ways. Present work was 

done in Odisha. The main aim of the study was to know the medicinal values of Panicum 

brevifolium L. The study reveals that the plant is used to cure infections and less work has been 

done on this plant. Hence, it needs more attention to reveal its other medicinal properties.  

In the preparation of drugs, plant continued 

to provide natural sources and about 25% of 

active drug ingredients are extracted from 

plant (Li & Xing 2016). Grasses are 

available everywhere and are 

monocotyledonous flowering plant belongs 

to family Poaceae. It is the fifth largest 

family following Asteraceae, Orchidaceae, 

Fabaceae and Rubiaceous (Bauchenak-

khelladi et al. 2010). All staple food and 

cereals like rice, wheat, corn etc. is from 

this family. They are also used in traditional 

medicine (Sagar et al. 2018). Panicum 

brevifolium L. is a slender decumbent grass 

up to 75 cm and rooting at nodes. Leaves 

are ovate 2.5-7.5 cm acute or acuminate, 

base amplexicaul with a cordate base; ligule 

short. Panicle open, much divided up to 10 

cm long, rachis, branches and pedicles 

capillary. Spikelet is solitary 1.8-2.2 mm 

long, ovate, acute and somewhat gibbous. 

Obtuse, upper sub-cordialeous dorsally 

convex. It is commonly found in moist 

places in forests especially in hills and 
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