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REPORT
Objective

To focus on the importance of the environment and to remind people that nature
should not be taken for granted.
Outcome

World Environment Day provided a platform on which to come together for collective
action and created awareness on the problems facing our environment such as air pollution,
illegal wildlife trade, sea-level increase and food security etc. A total of 78 participants has
been attended from different departments.

World Environment Day was celebrated by the Department of Botany, SoAS, CUTM
on 5 June 2021. Faculty members, Research Scholars, invited guests and students joined
through online mode to celebrate the event. The inauguration of the event occurred at 10.00
A.M. Invited Guests include Dr. Sanjeeva Nayaka (Chief Speaker) Principal Scientist, NBRI,
Lucknow, Dr.Yashawi Nayak, Dean,SoAS, Prof. Dipankar Bhattacharya, Director GTET, Dr.
Chayyabrita Majhi , Associated Dean, SOAS, Prof. Santilata Sahoo and Prof. A. B. Dash.

The Welcome session addressed by Dr. Kalpita Bhatta, Organizing Secretary. She

warmly welcomed all the guests and introduced each of them to the participants. She spoke



about the importance of the environment day on the theme World Environmental Day. Dr.
Yashawi Nayak officially inaugurated the meeting by welcoming all the guests and students.
She gave a wonderful speech to the gathering. She talked about proper measures to protect
the environment. Prof. Dipankar Bhattacharya mesmerized the gathering with his vibrant
speech. He in detail described the renewable energy and ecological imbalance with a recent
example of cyclone YAAS. Dr. Chayyabrita Majhi stressed on the minimum use. She told
that this Pandemic situation has taught us to be satisfied with minimum use and it should be
carried forward.

Dr.Santilata Sahu, gave a wonderful note on Environment caring. Prof. A. B Dash
talked about global warming and ecological imbalance. He urged for quick action and
measures by civil society. Dr. Rukmini Mishra, Head of Department, Botany once again
welcomed all the invitees and emphasized that each day is an environment day and we should
follow rules to protect and preserve it. Every guest emphasized action rather than
celebration. The star attraction was the chief speaker, Dr. Sanjeeva Nayaka
well-known Lichenologist of India, currently working as Senior Principal Scientist
at CSIR-National Botanical Research Institute, Lucknow; He is also secretary of ‘Indian
Lichenological Society’ and an Associate Editor of the journal ‘Cryptogam Biodiversity and
Assessment’. Dr. Nayaka revised the genus Lecanora for his doctoral thesis at CSIR-NBRI
under the supervision of Dr. D.K. Upreti (Father of Indian modern lichenology) and obtained
a Ph.D. degree from Dr. Ram Lohiya Avadh University, Faizabad. His research interest
includes taxonomy, biomonitoring, and bioprospecting of lichens. Dr. Nayaka has handled
more than 26 research project as Principal Investigator and Co-Investigator. He has a talk
spanning around 1.30 hrs. His presentation was lucid and informative. He talked about
Lichen, Bio monitoring, LDV and bioactive compounds present on it, use of Lichen as
pollution indicator. He discussed everything in detail. About 78 participants were participated

in this event. All the participants especially the students gained a lot from the talk.



Brochure related to the event:

Lichens as the bioindicators of
air pollution and climate change
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